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MATTHEW  J.  VAN  PER  VOORT  (1907-1977) 


The  morning  of  February  15,  1977  brought  the  news  of  the  pass- 
ing of  one  of  the  most  endeared  and  most  loved  members  of  the 
worldwide  numismatic  fraternity.  Matthew  J.  van  der  Voort  of 
Amsterdam  died  after  a lengthy  illness,  a victim  of  cancer. 

He  left  behind  many,  many  friends  in  the  membership  of  NI,  as 
well  as  in  many  other  societies  worldwide,  having  been  a mem- 
ber of  many.  Our  sympathies  are  expressed  to  his  loving  wife 
Luise,  his  children,  grandchildren  and  other  members  of  his 
family. 

Matthew’s  dedication  to  numismatics  can  best  be  described  by 
his  own  personal  motto  - "Numismatics  is  the  Pilgrimage  of 
Mankind  Struck  in  Metal  and  it  knows  no  Boundaries" . Among 
his  many  attributes  was  the  love  of  helping  his  fellow  numis- 
matists, whether  beginner  or  expert.  He  never  failed  to 
answer  the  call  of  need  from  anyone  who  asked  his  advice  or 
assistance. 

Matthew  joined  NI  in  its  early  years  (February,  1967)  and 
served  the  organization  extensively,  personally  having  de- 
livered a paper  on  Russian  "Jefimki"  at  the  June  1967  meet- 
ing in  Dallas  while  on  a lecture  tour  of  the  U.S.  On  many 
occasions  his  by-line  appeared  in  the  pages  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 
He  hosted  various  members  of  NI  in  his  home  in  Amsterdam  on 
several  occasions.  In  1970  he  personally  arranged  for  NI 
board  members,  who  were  on  vacation  in  Europe,  to  pick  up  the 
member-ordered  specimens  of  Holland's  first  commemorative 
coin,  the  silver  25th  Anniversary  of  Liberation  10  Gulden,  at 
the  mint  in  Utrecht.  The  group,  including  your  editor,  was 
pleasantly  surprised  at  the  extensive  personally  guided  tour 
of  the  mint  facilities  conducted  by  the  assistant  mintmaster, 
arranged  on  short  notice  by  Matthew. 

For  those  of  us  who  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Matthew, 
whether  in  person  or  through  correspondence,  one  thing  will 
always  stand  out  in  our  memory  of  him  — the  unselfish  will- 
ingness to  be  of  help  to  his  fellow  man.  He  was  a great 
numismatic  ambassador  and  will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  him 
as  a friend. 


WE  GOOFED 


Due  to  an  error  at  the  bindery  several  copies  of  the  January  Bulletin 

•got  out  with  pages  15,  16,  17,  & 18  duplicated  and  no  pages  13,  14, 
19,  & 20.  We  have  had  some  copies  of  the  missing  page  prepared  and 
will  be  glad  to  supply  one  if  you  require  it.  Unfortunately  we  can 
not  supply  a complete  January  Bulletin  but  only  the  missing  pages. 
Please  examine  your  January  Bulletin  and  let  us  know  if  you  require 
a replacement  set  of  pages  to  keep  your  Bulletins  complete. 
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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


April  1977  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by- 
June  1,  1977^  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 

(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) . 

1316- MT  J.  C.  Statler,  P.  0.  Box  164,  Blytheville,  Ark.  72315 

(Foreign  Coins) 

1317 - MT  Raymond  Dusek,  30  Wilson  Ave.,  Framingham,  Mass.  01701 

(Greece,  Cyprus,  Ionian  Islands,  Egypt) 

1318  Benjamin  F.  Conlin,  6961  Bardeen  Rd.,  Hastings,  N.  Y.  13076 

1319- MT  Melvin  M.  Malenski,  1220F  Gemini  Dr.,  Annapolis,  Md.  21403 

(Chinese) 

1320- MT  Ed  Bohannon,  P.  0.  Box  52345;  Lafayette,  La.  70505 

(China  & Manchukuo  Coins,  Paper  & Other  Collectables) 

1321  Fredric  R.  Wachter,  78-II  84th  St.,  Glendale,  N.  Y.  11227 
(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

1322 -MT  David  B.  Landis,  2415  Tealford,  Dallas,  Tex.  75228 
(Republic  of  Mexico  & Maximilian  Coins) 

1323  John  J.  Gabriel,  Box  160,  Bank  Plaza  Sta.,  Merrick,  NY  11566 
( Transylvania) 

1324-MT  William  R.  Rosenblum,  P.  0.  Box  10296,  Denver,  Colo.  80210 
(Judiac,  Arabic) 

OCOOO 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following  donations  since  the 
last  report: 


Name 

Boskey,  James  B . 
Campbell,  I.  C.  G. 
Fraley,  Marvin  L . 
Fraley,  Marvin  L . 
Kraneveld,  Peter 
LeLacheur,  John  W. 
Memick,  Philip 
Olivia  Collection 
Williams,  Richard 


Donation  and  Stated 
Value 


37  coins  ($46.69) 
17  coins  (NVS) 
$20.00  Cash 
15  coins  ($11.55) 
4 coins  (NVS) 
$50.00  Cash 
$1.55  Cash 
4 coins  (NVS) 
$15.10  Cash 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Bulletin  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 


(NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor) 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  noted  below  to  members  who  have  kindly  donated 
material  to  the  NI  Library: 

COIN  WORLD  publications 

COIN  WORLD.  Price  Guide  for  the  Collector  of  U.S.  Paper  Money 
Errors.  Pub.  1973^  55PP*>  illus. 

COIN  WORLD.  Basic  Knowledge  for  the  Coin  Collector.  Pub.  1976, 

8 1pp.,  illus. 

COIN  WORLD.  How  to  Order  Foreign  Coins.  Pub.  1975  (10th  ed.), 
92pp.,  not  illus. 

REED,  MORT.  United  States  Commemoratives  1892-1954 • Pub.  1972, 
36pp.,  illus. 

John  S.  Davenport 

DAVENPORT,  JOHN  S.  European  Crowns  and  Talers  Since  l800.  Pub. 
1964,  423pp.,  illus. 

John  S.  Deyell 

HODIVALA,  SHAHPURSHAH  H.  Historical  Studies  in  Mughal  Numis- 
matics. Pub.  1923  (xerox  copy),  376pp.,  not  illus. 

W.  A.  Haskell 

RMICK,  J.;  JAMES,  S.;  DOWLE,  A.;  & FINN,  P.  The  Guide  Book  and 
Catalogue  of  British  Commonwealth  Coins  1649-1971-  Pub.  1971 
(3rd  ed.),  5£>8pp*>  illus. 

BROWN,  MARTIN  & DUNN,  JOHN.  A Guide  to  the  Grading  of  United 
States  Coins.  Pub.  1975  (6th  ed.),  206pp.,  illus . 

YEOMAN,  R.  S.  Handbook  of  United  States  Coins  with  Premium  List. 
Pub.  1974  (31st  ed.),  127pp.,  illus . 

YEOMAN,  R.  S.  A Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  Pub.  1975 
(28th  ed.),  256pp.,  illus . 

Jewish  Publication  Society  of  America 

FRIEDENBERG,  DANIEL  M.  Jewish  Minters  and  Medalists.  Pub.  197 6> 
131pp.,  illus. 

Peter  Kraneveld 

SEPPA,  DALE  A.  The  Paper  Money  of  Brasil.  Pub.  1975>  2nd.  ed., 
102pp.,  illus. 

MEVIUS,  JOHAN . Speciale  Catalogus  van  de  Nederland se  munten  van 
1795  tot  heden.  Pub.  1977>  100pp.,  illus. 

ROYAL  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 

ROYAL  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY.  Hoards  I.  Pub.  1975,  124pp.,  illus. 
Reviewed  in  February  1976  NI  Bulletin. 

ROYAL  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY.  Hoards  II.  Pub.  1976,  l6lpp.,  illus. 

Randolph  Zander 

HEAD,  BARCLAY  V.  Coins  of  the  Ancients  700BC-AD1.  Pub.  1968, 
128pp.,  w/plates.  A guide  to  the  principal  gold  and  silver 
coins  of  the  ancients  in  the  British  Museum. 
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BYRNE,  RAY  & REMICK,  JEROME  H.  The  Coinage  of  Jamaica.  Pub. 

1966,  106pp.,  illus. 

BELLINGER,  ALFRED  R.  Hyspaosines  of  Charax.  Pub.  1942,  67pp., 
illus.  A satrap  of  the  2nd  Century  BC  in  the  region  at  the  head 
of  the  Persian  Gulf. 

BELLINGER,  ALFRED  R.  Greek  Coins  from  the  Yale  Numismatic  Col- 
lection. Pub.  1950.  10pp.,  illus. 

BELLINGER,  ALFRED  R.  The  Earliest  Coins  of  Ilium.  Pub.  1957, 

7pp.,  w/ plates. 

CRAIG,  WILLIAM  D.  Coins  of  the  World  1750-1850.  Pub.  1971  (2nd 
ed.),  448pp.,  illus. 

AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY.  A Colloquium  in  Memory  of  George 
Carpenter  Miles.  Pub.  1976,  47pp.,  illus.  Contains  three 
articles:  "Some  Invaders  of  Athens  in  Late  Antiquity",  by 

Alison  Frantz;  "The  'Arab  Byzantine'  Bronze  Coinage  of  Syria: 

An  Innovation  by  'Abd  al-Malik",  by  Michael  L.  Bates;  and 
"Kufesque  in  Byzantine  Greece,  the  Latin  West  and  the  Muslim 
. World",  by  Richard  Ettinghausen. 

ERBSTEIN,  JULIUS  & ALBERT.  Die  Ritter  von  Schulthess-Rechberg' sche 
Miinz-u.  Medaillen-SanmlungT  Reprinted  1974,  1038pp . , not  illus. 
Two  auction  catalogs  of  1868  and  1869 • 

The  above  and  all  other  references  previously  published  in  these 
reports  and  in  the  1976  edition  of  the  NI  Library  List  are  available 
for  30-day  loan  periods.  Copies  of  the  Library  List  are  also  available 

II.  We  are  happy  to  have  received  an  extensive  donation  from  Richard 
Upton  of  books  on  paper  money  and  notgeld  which  will  be  listed  in 

the  May  NI  Bulletin. 

III.  In  addition  to  the  donations  listed  above,  we  would  also  like 
to  thank  Randolph  Zander,  Fred  Brandes,  W.  A.  Haskell,  W.  R.  Johnston 
and  Charles  Muchmore  for  their  generous  donations  of  catalogues, 
magazines  and  numismatic  papers. 


PROPOSED  RESEARCH  PROJECT 


In  the  December  1976  issue  of  the  NI  Bulletin  when  discussing  the 
reasons  for  cancelling  the  card  file  project,  an  alternate  proposal 
was  put  forth  suggesting  that  NI  members  might  wish  to  set  up  a prog- 
ram to  review  and  advise  Krause  Publications  in  their  periodic  re- 
printing of  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins.  This  proposal  had 
no  extensive  response  and  the  writer  has  since  been  made  aware  of 
the  support  which  Krause  Publications  already  enjoy  which  further 
negates  any  unified  effort  on  our  part.  This  is  not  to  suggest,  how- 
ever, that  individual  members  who  find  errors  should  not  write  them 
direct. 

I did,  on  the  other  hand,  receive  an  alternate  proposal  to  the  effect 
that  some  NI  members  might  be  willing  to  support  research  into  the 
pre-Craig  era  of  1750  and  before.  Keeping  in  mind  that-  such  a pro- 
ject, due  to  the  number  of  petty  kingdoms  and  the  wide  variety  of 
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types  involved,  will  entail  a large  number  of  researchers,  would  the 
membership  wish  to  become  involved  in  an  undertaking  such  as  this? 
Those  replying  in  the  affirmative,  please  indicate  their  area(s)  of 
choice  and  if  they  would  be  willing  to  chair  the  committee.  Negative 
replies  are  also  desired  as  we  should  be  aware  of  any  pitfalls  before 
actively  entering  into  such  a program.  Please  direct  your  comments 
to  me,  the  NI  Librarian. 

Granvyl  G'.  Hulse,  Jr. 

ooooo 

INTER-LIBRARY  EXCHANGE  PROGRAM 


In  order  to  make  available  additional  books  for  research  over  and 
above  those  presently  in  the  NI  Library,  the  librarian,  with  the 
approval  of  the  NI  Board,  has  entered  into  an  exchange  program  with 
certain  other  numismatic  club  libraries.  As  presently  configured 
this  program  now  includes  the  NI  Library,  two  Asiatic,  and  one  paper 
money  library.  In  time  we  hope  to  encourage  other  libraries  to  join 
whose  contents  will  materially  complement  our  own. 

With  several  exceptions  this  program  operates  essentially  under  the 
same  rules  as  the  NI  Library.  The  exceptions  being  that  due  to  the 
uncertainties  of  the  postal  system  the  books  will  be  loaned  to  mem- 
bers in  North  America  to  reduce  the  time  in  transhipment.  Further, 
since  participating  club  members  have  first  priority  to  their  own 
library  books,  request  by  members  of  other  clubs  will  be  restricted 
to  one  book  at  a time  and  the  30-day  loan  period  must  be  strictly 
adhered  to. 

In  making  use  of  this  program  a member  who  needs  a book  not  found  in 
the  NI  Library  should  send  the  full  title  and  author  to  the  NI  Li- 
brarian who  will  then  check  with  the  other  libraries  to  see  if  one 
of  them  might  have  it.  If  the  book  is  available  it  will  be  shipped 
direct  to  the  member  requesting  it.  Please  remember  to  return  any 
books  so  borrowed  directly  to  the  library  that  sent  it  to  you.  The 
books  must  be  insured  and  must  contain  the  postage  and  insurance  ex- 
pended by  the  librarian  in  getting  the  book  to  you. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  NI  Librarian 


NEW  MEMBERS  NEEDED 


NI  is  always  seeking  new  members  who  share  our  interests  and  object- 
ives. Perhaps  you  have  friends  who  do  not  know  of  Numismatics  Inter- 
national. We  will  be  more  than  happy  to  send  them  a complimentary 
copy  of  the  NI  Bulletin  in  your  name,  or  send  you  as  many  membership 
application  blanks  that  you  desire.  Write  to  Jack  E.  Lewis,  Membership 
PViairman,  P.  0.  Box  30013,  Dallas,  Texas  75230. 

Help  support  NI  by  pledging  to  sign  up  a new  member  every  time  you 
have  the  opportunity. 
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NI  MEMBER  HONORED  BY  THE  ROYAL  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY'S  MEDAL  FOR  1977 


has  been  effected  in  relative  i 


Dr.  Panne shwari  Lai  Gupta,  the 
renowned  numismatist  of  India, 
has  been  awarded  the  Royal  numis- 
matic Society's  medal  for  1977* 
According  to  a communication  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  R.A.G. Carson,  the 
President  of  the  Society,  the 
medal  has  been  awarded  to  Dr. 

Gupta  in  recognition  of  the  con- 
tribution that  he  has  made  over 
many  years  to  the  numismatics  of 
India.  He  writes,  "His  contribu- 
tion has  not  been  simply  that  of 
quantity  but  has  been  one  of  con- 
siderable original  thought  which 
has  resulted  in  the  fundamental 
re-arrangement  especially  in  the 
field  of  punch-marked  silver.  His 
achievement,  in  Council's  view  is 
all  the  more  admirable  in  that  it 


The  Society,  earlier  in  1975  had  elected  Dr.  Gupta  its  Honarory 
Fellow  and  in  1970  had  awarded  him  its  Lhotka  Memorial  Prize  for 
his  book  Coins. 

Now  63^  born  in  1914,  Dr.  Gupta  belongs  to  Azamgarh  city  in  Uttar 
Pradesh.  During  his  schools  days,  he  participated  in  the  freedom 
movement  of  his  country  under  the  leadership  of  Mahatma  Gandhi  and 
was  expelled  from  the  school;  later  he  courted  arrest  many  times 
for  the  cause  of  Ms  country.  After  independence,  he  did  his  ma- 
triculation, I.A.  and  B.A.  as  a private  candidate,  he  got  himself 
admitted  to  Banaras  Hindu  University  from  where  he  secured  a first 
class  Master's  degree  in  Ancient  Indian  History  and  Culture.  Later 
he  won  a Doctorate  in  Art  and  Arcnitecture  from  the  same  University. 

Dr.  Gupta  joined  Bnarat  Kala  Bhavan,  the  Museum  of  the  Banaras  Hindu 
University  as  Assistant  Curator  and  then  he  went  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Museum  at  Bombay  as  numismatist.  He  served  there  as  an  of- 
ficiating Curator  for  some  time  before  he  left  it  in  1963  to  join 
the  State  Museum  at  Patna  as  Curator.  He  retired  from  this  post 
in  1972  and  he  is  now  enjoying  a peaceful  life  at  Varanasi  but  still 
continuing  his  pursuits  in  numismatics.  Earlier  in  his  life.  Dr. 
Gupta  was  a journalist  for  more  than  a decade.  He  worked  as  the 
Assistant  Editor  of  the  Nationalist  Daily  AJ  of  Varanasi. 

Dr.  Gupta  developed  his  interest  in  numismatics  in  early  forties 
and  was  closely  associate  with  the  Numismatic  Society  of  India  in 
various  capacities.  He  was  General  Secretary  of  the  Society  for  a 
long  time  and  was  also  the  editor  of  its  Journal.  He  presided  over 
the  Annual  Conference  of  numismatists  in  1959*  The  Numismatic 
Society  honoured  him  by  awarding  its  Chakravikram  Silver  Medal  in 
1952  and  later  awarded  him  Nelson  Wright  Medal  and  elected  its 
Honorary  Fellow  at  its  Diamond  Jubilee.  Dr.  Gupta  is  also  associated 
with  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  of  which  he  is  an  Honorary 

(Continued  on  page  111) 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Scott  Seman's  letter  (Jan.  Iy77  NIB,  pp.6-8)  has  finally  goaded  me 
into  putting  down  on  paper  some  of  my  thoughts  about  pseudo-coins. 

Several  years  ago  I was  approached  by  a friend  who  acts  as  a market- 
ing consultant  to  a Latin  American  country.  He  asked  if  I would 
serve  as  a technical  advisor  in  that  country's  attempt  to  get  into 
the  "coin  business".  Although  the  opportunity  never  materialized, 

I spent  a great  deal  of  time  considering  the  advice  I would  give. 

It  was  obvious  to  me  that  they  were  not  looking  for  an  expression 
of  the  feelings  I have  as  a numismatist.  That  would  lead  to  a 
"working"  coinage  like  the  181O-I96O  series  of  Columbia  that  would 
yield  only  normal  segniorage  from  a somewhat  increased  annual  mint- 
age. 

The  production  of  a "collectors  coin"  has  the  potential  of  generat- 
ing a greater  return.  The  classical  marketing  concept  that  the 
market  expands  as  price  goes  down  and  vice  versa  has  to  be  consider- 
ed. At  one  end  of  the  curve  there  is  a finite  limit  to  the  market 
beyond  which  it  will  not  expand  regardless  of  further  price  reduc- 
tions. At  the  other  end  of  the  curve  lies  the  NCLT  problem.  Like 
it  or  not  there  is  a hard  core  of  buyers  that  provide  a substantial 
sale  for  everything  that  is  minted  regardless  of  price.  (See  below 
for  more  on  that  subject).  In  my  estimation  the  size  of  that  market 
is  in  the  order  of  10,000  coins.  The  existence  of  that  hard  core 
demand  is  an  inescapable  fact.  Without  it  the  NCLT  business  would 
collapse.  Whether  they  are  collectors  or  investors  most  of  them 
must  be  aware  that  NCLT  coins  are  in  the  eyes  of  many  second  class 
citizens.  Yet  they  persistl 

I was  on  the  road  to  perdition  once  myself.  Years  ago  I bought 
everything  that  came  out.  Crown  sized  coins  in  those  days  were 
generally  priced  at  three  or  four  dollars,  and  I couldn't  bear  the 
thought  that  I would  have  to  pay  more  than  that  if  I didn't  get  them 
at  issue  price.  Then  the  price  at  issue  began  to  escalate  (and  the 
marketeers  appeared).  I tried  to  keep  up;  I didn't  want  to  miss 
out  on  anything.  Finally  a large  upward  spurt  in  prices  led  to  the 
following  exchange: 

Me  - "Your  prices  have  risen  beyond  reason.  I protest." 

Italcambio  - "We  had  to  increase  prices  because  the  cost  of 
silver  has  gone  up." 

Me  - "Even  if  silver  had  gone  up  to  ten  dollars  an 

ounce  that  would  account  for  only  25$  of  your 
increase." 

Italcambio  - "You  had  better  jump  on  these  overpriced  issues 
because  all  the  sensible  people  will  stop  buying 
and  the  resulting  low  mintages  will  make  them 
the  best  investments  of  all." 

After  that  I dropped  out  of  the  market.  My  appetite  fell  off,  my 
breathing  labored  and  I suffered  sharp  pains  in  my  avarice,  but 
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after  a while  I got  over  it  and  I now  function  almost  normally. 

The  money  I save  by  not  buying  some  coins  and  not  having  to  rent 
vault  space  in  which  to  store  them  now  goes  into  the  mainstream 
of  my  collecting  interests. 

So,  as  a genuine  coin  collector  (i  am  saved)  I disdain  those  far-out 
NCLT  coins.  As  a buyer  of  coins,  however,  I cheer  theml  Why? 

Because  large  sums  of  money  are  loose  in  our  economy.  With  the 
stock  market  in  its  present  nervous  state  a lot  of  that  money  is 
being  invested  in  some  mighty  exotic  things:  Jim  Beam  bottles, 

barbed  wire,  Christmas  plates  and  crystal  mice.  If  some  of  the 
money  that  is  attracted  to  our  hobby  weren't  siphoned  off  by  silver 
bars,  bullion  gold  and  the  great  investment  opportunities  of  NCLT 
coins  it  would  all  be  competing  in  the  part  of  the  coin  market  that 
interests  me.  No  thanks,  prices  are  high  enough  now. 

No  matter  how  much  satisfaction  I derive  from  the  10  cent  coins  I 
own  that  now  catalog  for  a dollar,  the  rising  market  does  me  no 
good  because  I am  not  selling.  The  market  does  affect  the  price  I 
have  to  pay  for  the  coins  I still  need  for  my  collection,  however, 
so  I am  in  favor  of  anything  that  keeps  the  pressure  off  that  area 
of  numismatics.  (For  a dealer's  rationalization  of  the  NCLT  problem 
see  J.  E.  DeSousa' s 'Point  of  View"  on  p.48  of  the  Feb.  17,  1976  issue 
of  World  Coin  News.)  I agree  with  Scott  when  he  suggests  that  the 
most  likely  victims  of  a creeping  legitimization  of  NCLT  coins  are 
those  that  enter  the  hobby  years  from  now.  The  facts  about  each 
issue  should  be  available  in  some  obvious  and  readily  accessible 
place.  The  Coin  World  Almanac  comes  to  mind  as  appropriate.  I 
envision  a table  showing  how  all  collector  coins  measure  up  to  the 
criteria  used  to  determine  what  coins  are  NCLT.  The  collector  would 
then  be  able  to  form  his  own  judgement  about  the  various  issues. 

I am  willing  to  go  along  with  the  eight  criteria  published  in  the 
Preface  of  the  Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins,  although  I would 
draw  up  a different  list  of  criteria  if  I were  called  upon  to  do  so. 

I feel,  however,  that  the  present  criteria  are  not  applied  to  all 
coins  in  an  even-handed  manner.  The  publication  of  the  table  I 
propose  might  make  the  decision  makers  more  conscious  of  their  lack 
of  uniformity.  In  any  event  collectors  are  even  now  making  judge- 
ments that  do  not  agree  with  those  published  in  the  Standard  Catalog. 
I do  not  know  any  serious  collector  that  considers  the  20  Balboas 
of  Panama  and  the  50  Dollar  coins  of  the  Cook  Islands  as  anything 
but  NCLT.  As  a matter  of  fact  most  of  them  feel  that  the  big  5 and 
10  Dollar  coins  of  the  Caribbean  countries  are  also  NCLT,  the 
Standard  Catalog,  once  again,  not  withstanding. 

What's  the  harm  in  letting  us  decide  for  ourselves  what  we  will 
collect?  The  only  instance  I can  think  of  where  the  "official" 
ruling  on  a coin  could  force  someone  to  pay  for  a coin  he  feels  is 
NCLT  is  where  he  is  exhibiting  and  stands  to  lose  points  for  complete 
ness.  An  agreement  among  the  judges  to  accept  the  exhibitor's 
judgement  can  eliminate  that  problem. 

A word  now  about  Peter  Kraneveld's  letter  in  the  August  1976  NIB. 

My  initial  reaction  to  his  proposed  classification  system  was  one 
of  sputtering,  buy-eyed  indignation.  Why?  Because  he  had  the 
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temerity  to  place  my  Maundy  coin  of  long  and  lofty  tradition  into 
the  same  class  as  play  money.  I must  have  started  to  reply  a dozen 
times  but  each  time  the  froth  from  my  lips  would  make  the  paper 
soggy  and  cause  the  ink  to  run. 

Now  that  a few  months  have  passed  I have  grown  calmer  and  I have 
came  to  admire  the  subtlety  of  what  he  has  done.  Mentally  I have 
taken  dozens  of  coins  and  sorted  them  into  his  9 categories.  Not 
once  did  I conjure  up  a specimen  that  failed  to  fit  in  one  or  an- 
other. The  trouble  is,  I suspect,  that  someone  else  might  drop 
them  into  different  categories  than  I did.  That's  when  the  argu- 
ments begin.  And  in  the  long  run,  all  the  shouting  and  arm-waving 
doesn't  change  the  basic  situation. 

When  you  know  the  history  of  the  Maundy  ceremony;  when  you  fall  prey 
to  the  romance  of  all  those  kings  and  queens  holding  to  the  tradition 
over  all  those  years;  when  you  hold  those  pristene  gems  in  your  own 
hands;  what  difference  does  it  make  if  someone  claims  that  they 
aren't  really  coins?  It  doesn't  to  me,  I still  love  them. 

Wo  E.  Mullan,  Jr. 

Washington,  D.  C. 


You  will  probably  hear  from  several  people  about  the  poor  quality  of 
Darnell's  translation  (of  the  Introduction  of  Dr.  Arnold  Keller's 
work).  (February  NI  Bulletin,  pp.  59-63*  1977)-  Auflage  means 
edition,  not  effort;  Ab zugs ve rf ahren  cannot  mean  composite;  the  150 
copy  edition  was  difficult  to  sell  or  get  rid  of,  not  to  obtain,  "to 
find  takers  for  the  small  edition" . The  sense  of  the  original  German 
is  so  garbled  that  I feel  sorry  so  much  obvious  work  was  not  better 
rewarded. 

David  Block 

Gainesville,  Fla. 


NI  MEMBER  RECEIVES  RNS  MEDAL  FOR  1977  (Continued  from  pagel08): 


Contributing  Editor  and  a Contributing  Editor  of  the  Numismatic 
Literature.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Oriental  Numismatic  Society 
(London)  and  Numismatics  International.  For  some  years  he  was  also 
a member  of  the  Canadian  Numismatic  Society  and  represented  Asia  at 
the  Board  of  the  Australian  Numismatic  Society  for  many  years.  He 
has  written  quite  a few  books  on  Indian  numismatics  besides  a large 
number  of  research  papers  on  the  subject.  His  most  popular  book. 
Coins,  which  is  meant  for  both  the  beginner  and  the  advance  collect- 
or of  Indian  coins,  gives  very  interesting  reading  even  to  those  who 
are  not  especially  interested  in  Indian  numismatics.  A comprehensive 
study  of  the  punch-marked  coins  is  under  print  and  expected  to  be 
released  soon.  A four  volume  catalogue  of  Mughal  coins  in  the 
British  Museum  is  another  monumental  work,  which  is  awaiting  publi- 
cation by  the  Museum. 


Besides  being  a numismatist  of  international  repute,  Dr.  Gupta  is 
also  known  in  his  country  as  a historian,  arcnaeologist  and  liter- 
ator  of  Hindi  language.  He  presided  over  several  all-India 
conferences  on  these  subjects. 


Ill 


CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (Continued  from  last  month): 


Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continuing 
inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited  to 
donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  for 
research  purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  other 
uses  may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  ways. 

(Note:  The  best  specimen  of  each  issue  received  is  retained  for 

the  collection,  while  duplicates  will  be  sold  or  put  to  other  uses 
to  offset  the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  collection  in  bank  boxes.) 

MOROCCO:  Y44  - 1366;  Y46  - 1370;  Y48  - 1370;  y49  - 1971;  Y50  - 1371; 

Y51  - 1371;  Y52  - 1373;  Y56  - 1968. 

MOZAMBIQUE:  C53  - 1813;  Yl8  - 1957;  Y24  - i960,  196I;  Y25  - 1961. 

NEPAL:  Y47  - 1997;  Y61  - 2012;  Y78  - 20l8;  Y78a  - 2021;  Y79  - 2016; 

Y99  - 2028. 

NETHERLANDS:  C8  - 1792;  C91  - 1846  Sword;  Y2  - 1862,  1876;  Y3  - 

1884;  Y4  - 1878,  l88l,  1882,  1892;  Y5  - 1904,  1905;  Y6  - I85O; 

Y7  - 1877,  1881,  1889;  Yll  - 1872;  Y21  - 1897;  Y35  - 1912;  Y36  - 

1916,  1917,  1920,  1921,  1922,  1925,  1929,  1930,  1937  thru  1941; 

Y37  - 1915;  Y39  - 1918;  Y40  - 1917;  Y43  - 1937,  1944P,  1944s ; 

Y44  - 1928,  1939,  1941,  1944P;  y45  - 1921,  1930;  Y46  - 1931, 
1939;  Y47  - 1929,  1931,  1932,  1937;  Y48  - 1942,  1944;  Y50  - 

1941,  1942;  Y51  - 1941,  1942;  Y52  - 1942;  Y53  thru  Y62a  and 

Y64  & Y65  - Complete  all  dates  through  1976. 

NETHERLANDS  ANTILLES: 

Curacao:  Y3  - 1944d,  1947;  Y4  - 1944D,  1947;  Y5  - 1944D;  y6  - 

1944D;  Y7  - 1944D;  Y8  - 1948;  Y9  - 1948;  Y10  - 1944D; 
Y34a  - 1943;  Y36b  - 1942P;  Y44a  - 194IP. 

Netherlands  Antilles:  Y1  - 1952,  1959,  1961,  1963,  1965;  Y2  - 

1959;  Y3  - 1963,  1970 ; y4  - 1954,  1959;  Y5  - 1965; 

Y9  - 1971;  Yll  - 1970,  1974;  Y12  - 1970,  1971. 

NEW  CALEDONIA:  Yl  - 1949;  Y2  - 1949,  1971;  Y3  - 1949;  Y4  - 1952; 

YA5a  - 1973;  YB5  - 1971;  Y5  - 1967,  1970;  Y5a  - 1972; 
Y6  - 1970;  Y6a  - 1972;  Y7  - 1967;  Y7a  - 1972. 

NEW  HEBRIDES:  Yl  - 1970;  Yla  - 1973;  Y2  - 1970;  Y2a  - 1973;  Y4  - 

1970 ; Y4a  - 1975;  Y5  - 1970;  Y5a  - 1973,  1975;  Y6  - 
1970;  Y7  - 1972. 

N EW  ZEALAND:  Yl  - 1933,  1934,  1936;  Y7  - 1940,  1941;  Y8  - 1940, 

1942,  1943,  1947;  Y10  - 1940;  Y28  - 1953,  1957,  1962  thru  1965; 

Y29  - 1957,  1958,  i960,  1962,  1964;  Y30  - 1953,  1957,  1962; 

Y31  - 1953,  1957  with  strap.  1962,  1965;  Y32  - 1965;  Y33  - 1961, 
1965;  Y36  - 1967;  Y37  - 1973,  1974;  Y38  - 1967;  Y39  - 1967; 

Y39a  - 1971 ; Y4i  - 1967. 

NICARAGUA:  Y3  - 1899;  YIP  - 1938. 

NIGERIA:  Yl  - 1959;  Y2  - 1959;  y4  - 1959;  Y5  - 1959,  1961,  1962; 

rj  - 1973;  y8  - 1973;  Y9  - 1973;  Yio  - 1973- 
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’ABDUL  QADIR 

b.Muhyi  al-DIn 

Algerian 
resistance  leader. . . . 

by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie,  Tenafly,  N.  J .,  NI  #364 


Selim  I Sultan  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  appointed  Khayr  al-DIn  Beylerbeyi 
(later  to  become  Dey)  of  Jaza'ir  (Algiers)  in  1519*  His  popular  name 
of  course  is  Barbaras sa-redbeard.  Their  combined  interest  in  this 
territory  was  mainly  in  the  coastline  which  after  the  fall  of  *Abd 
al-Wadids  in  1554  formed  the  vassal  state  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

The  province  of  Algiers  was  the  Dey's  own  domain  known  as  dar  al 
sultan  and  the  remainder  of  the  regency  consisted  of  three  provinces 
(beyliks) : the  Western  - with  Mazouna,  the  capital  (Mascara  from 

1710,  and  Oran  from  1792),  the  Central  - being  the  Titteri  beylik, 
and  the  Eastern  - the  Constantine  beylik.  (See  map  on  page  119*) 

In  the  course  of  time  the  activities  of  the  pirates  along  the  Barbary 
Coast  brought  about  interference,  and  later  invasion  by  the  Euro- 
peans, mainly  the  French.  On  July  5th  1830  (1246AH)  Husain,  the  Dey 
capitulated,  and  gave  France  the  sovereignty  over  the  whole  of  the 
Ottoman  pashalik,  he  then  left  the  country  and  settled  in  Naples, 
taking  with  him  30, 000  golden  sequins,  a small  part  of  his  immense 
wealth . 

It  was  not  until  1840  that  the  French  government  decided  on  the  con- 
quest and  colonization  of  the  whole  country. 

Faced  with  the  Christian  (French)  invasion,  the  Muslim  leaders  in 
Algeria  turned  towards  Morocco  for  help,  and  an  administrative  base 
was  established  by  the  Moroccan  leader  Mawlay  'Abdul  Rahman  at  Mas- 
cara (Mu'askar).  French  pressure  was  effective  in  forcing  the 
Moroccans  back,  and  by  March  1832  the  Algerian  tribes  had  to  fend 
for  themselves. 

It  was  then  that  Muhyi  al-DIn  of  the  Hashim  tribe,  shaikh  of  the 
Qadiriya,  the  most  influential  Sufi  order  in  the  country,  was  recog- 
nised as  the  leader  of  the  jihad  against  the  French.  He  was  old  and 
weak,  but  his  son  'Abdul  Qadir  led  the  tribal  warriors  and  was  soon 
recognised  as  Sultan  and  Amir.  He  consolidated  his  hold  over  the 
province  of  Oran  and  his  authority  was  recognised  by  the  French  in 
1834. 
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On  December  6th  1835  (1251AH)  the  French  general  attacked  Mascara, 
but  'Abdul  Qadir  had  evacuated  it  the  day  before.  Nevertheless  he 
was  followed  and  later  defeated  in  a battle  and  forced  by  the  French 
to  sign  a treaty  at  Tafna  in  which  his  boundaries  were  re-defined. 

In  the  next  two  and  half  years  he  penetrated  other  provinces  and 
succeeded  in  enforcing  his  authority  over  many  more  tribes. 

His  revenues  at  this  time  came  from  the  taxes  and  his  monopoly  of 
trade  in  the  territories  he  controlled.  He  had  an  economic  capital 
at  Taqdemt,  founded  in  the  eighth  centry  by  'Abd  al-Rahman  ibn 
Rustum  after  his  flight  from  Kairouan.  It  was  situated  on  the 
slopes  of  Djebel  Jouzzel  near  the  former  Roman  station,  and  it  was 
there  that  the  Amir  kept  his  stores  of  provisions  and  ammunition. 

His  political  capital  was  a camp,  which  he  moved  about  as  dictated 
by  circumstance.  In  October  1839  (1255AH)  a state  of  war  came  about 
between  the  Amir's  forces  and  France.  Later  on  during  the  period 
of  General  Bugeaud's  control,  February  l84l  - June  1847,  'Abdul 
Qadir’ s authority  was  destroyed.  Mascara  and  Taqdemt  were  occupied 
in  May  l84l  (1257AH)  and  by  May  1843  (1259AH)  the  Amir  had  to  flee 
to  Morocco.  In  a subsequent  sortie  into  Algeria  he  was  properly 
defeated  and  surrendered  to  the  French  in  December  1847 • He  was 
confined  in  France  until  1852  then  released,  travelling  to  Turkey, 
he  finally  settled  in  Damascus. 


****** 


Coins  of  the  Amir 


There  are  silver,  billon  and  copper  coins  known.  The  large  silver 
coins,  described  below,  are  of  the  same  weight  and  size  as  the  Al- 
gerian "pataka"  minted  in  Selim  Ill's  reign.  These  coins,  and  two 
specimens  without  date  or  place  of  minting,  catalogued  by  Fonrobert 
and  Nutzel  are  illustrated  from  the  sources,  specimens  have  not 
been  seen  by  the  writer.  A small  billon  coin  dated  125^-  (an- 
Nasfiyyah)  is  noteworthy,  since  the  "4"  in  the  date  is  written  in 
the  form  " 'f' ' (found  also,  with  the  other  form  " as  on  the  5 
asper  coins  of  the  same  year  date) . 

The  approximate  size  of  the  "mahmudiye"  type  (i.e.  5 aspers)  is  17mm. 
It  is  similar  to  a heavier  coin  of  the  same  denomination  minted  in 
Algiers.  The  divider  design  of  the  obverse  3-line  inscription,  with 
a border  of  dots  is  the  same.  The  Algerian  coins  had  been  used  ex- 
tensively in  the  Western  region,  so  the  new  coins  were  accepted 
easily.  So  far  as  I can  ascertain  there  were  no  copper  coins  issued 
by  the  Amir  equivalent  to  the  small  Algerian  1 asper  (llmm)  and  2 
asper  (l4mm)  types  minted  in  1237-^-OAH  which  bore  the  simple  in- 
scription "Sultan  Mahmud"  on  the  obverse. 

The  Arabic  inscriptions  on  the  coins  are  of  a religious  nature*,  and 
reflect  the  teachings  of  the  Sufi  order,  which  in  this  period  was 
influential  in  North  Africa  via  religio  military  orders.  ('Abdul 
Qadir  was  quite  close  to  Islamic  mysticism) . In  general  they  are 
poorly  engraved  in  magrahbi  script,  with  no  reference  to  the  reign- 
ing Ottoman  sultan,  unlike  the  coins  of  his  contemporary  Ahmed,  the 
Bey  of  Constantine,  who  did  acknowledge  the  rule  of  Mahmud  II,  and 
was  rewarded  with  the  title  of  Pasha  by  the  Sublime  Porte. 

(*  George  Sale's  translation  of  the  Koran  has  often  been  used  to 
give  the  meanings  of  these  inscriptions,  but  A.  J.  Arberry's  trans- 
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lation  published  two  centuries  later,  in  1955  is  one  that  comes 
closest  to  the  original.) 

1,  2:  Silver/Billon  : Rial  Budju 

a.  A.  specimen  catalogued  by  Nutzel  (#1006)  is  probably  the 
earliest  dated  coin,  being  struck  in  1248/ 9AH  (1832). 

It  appears  to  be  similar  to  the  billon  l/2  Rial,  5-45gr., 
24mm,  referred  to  in  the  Fonrobert  catalogue  #56260 


upon  us  patience  and  gather  us  125(6) 

into  Thee  surrendering. 

3:  Silver  l/8  Rial  Budju  (?) 

A specimen  catalogued  by  Fonrobert  #5623.  Without  date  or  mint 
name.  16mm.  1.0  gr. 


4:  Billon  l/8  Rial  Budju 

Another  specimen  without  date  or  mint  name.  Catalogued  by 
Nutzel  #1007,  0«98gr.,  17mm. 


Obv. 


Rev 


gab ran  au  tawaffana/muslimln 


duriba, 


Sur.vii/ 123°  Our Lord,  pour  out 


fi 

Taqdemt 


Obv. 


Rev 


Sur.ix/130.  Praise  belongs 
to  God.  God  is  enough  for  me. 


Obv. 


Rev. 


(as  in  rev.  above) 


rj 
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5,  6,  7 : Billon,  Kharub 

This  type  known  as  an-Nagfiyyah  ( ) 


Obv. 


Rev 


Sur.iii/l67  God  is  sufficient 
for  us;  an  excellent  guardian 
is  he. 


duriba 

fi 

Taqdemt . 
1254 


8-15 : Copper 

This  type  known  as  Mahmudiye  ( *0  ^>4^ ) . 


5 "small  dirhems"  (i.e.  5 aspers)  were  minted  in  the  decade 
1250-60AH  (1834-44)  and  are  found  in  almost  all  collections 
of  oriental  coins.  The  most  frequent  specimens  being  of  the 
years  1255  and  1256.  Some  dated  1250  and  1252  are  in  the  Bardo 
museum  (Algiers),  specimens  of  1253  (l»l8  gr)  and  1257  (1*35 
gr)  are  in  private  collections.  The  latter  compares  well  with 
a specimen  of  the  Algerian  5 asper  coin  1239  in  the  Munich 
museum.  The  weights  range  from  . 67gr  to  l.lgr  for  the  years 
of  1254  and  1255 • There  are  varieties  of  dies  for  each  yearly 
issue,  on  which  the  placement  of  the  dots  belonging  to  letters 
are  in  different  positions.  On  the  reverse  of  the  1254  and 
1255  issues,  the  letter  "d"  is  heightened  and  cuts  through  the 
"b"  of  "duribe". 

These  interesting  coins  were  catalogued  by  Neumann  and  his 
illustrations  were  used  by  Valentine  some  years  later.  In 
1878  Fonrobert  described  the  specimens  for  1254,  1255  and  1256. 


Obv: 


kJJI 


if 


In  aladin/ amid  Allah/ ala  salam 


guribe 

fi 


Sur.  ii/17.  The  true  religion 
with  God  is  Islam. 


Taqdemt 


T255 
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8-15:  (Continued) 


Obv. : varieties  Rev.:  varieties 


16:  Kharub 

Qfehraudiye)  O.U2gr.  13»5™» 

Obv.  Rev. 


Sur.iii/l67*  God  is 
sufficient  for  us;  an 
excellent  Guardian  is  He. 


duriba 

fi 

l'inu'  askar 
125^ 


This  coin  is  in  a private  collection,  and  published  by  L. 

Ilisch  in  Dombrowski' s (Numismatischer)  Katalog,  1971-  The 
location  of  the  mint  is  Mascara  (i.e.  A1  Mu’askar  = the  Citadel). 


Minting  technique 


The  minting  of  the  coins  described  above  does  not  appear  to  differ 
from  the  traditional  methods  employed  in  the  Islamic  lands. 

The  piece  of  molten  metal  is  placed  between  two  stamps  or  rings 
made  of  iron  or  steel,  which  is  engraved  in  reverse  with  the  desired 
inscription.  Then  the  stamp  is  struck  with  an  iron  hammer,  which 
has  the  result  that  the  inscriptions  are  reproduced  on  each  side 
of  the  metal  piece,  and  the  minting  operation  is  therewith  completed. 
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The  drawings  shown  here  are  based  upon  an  illustration  published  in 
the  Annales  de  l'Institut  d 'Etudes  Orientates  (1936)  in  an  article 
by  Georges  Marcais.  It  shows  certain  dies  used  for  the  Ottoman 
coins  struck  in  Algiers,  with  dates  as  indicated. 


Summary  of  the  coin  types  mentioned . 


No. 

Date  (AH) 
Mint 

Denomination 

Inscr. 
Koran  sura 
ref. 

Wt.  gms. 

Size 

mm. 

Craig 

No. 

for  type 

1 

Taqdemt 

12(43) 

rial  budju 

vii/123 

5-45 

24 

180 

2 

1256 

" (2  sp.) 

vii/123 

5-57-6.03 

27-28 

3 

nd 

?-l/8  rial 

ix/130  + ? 

1.0 

16 

178 

4 

nd 

budju 
l/8  rial 

ix/130  + 

.98 

17 

budju 

iii/167 
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laser. 


Craig 


No. 

Date(AH) 
. Mint 

Denomination 

Koran  sura 
ref. 

Wt.  gms. 

Size  No. 

mm.  for  type 

Taqdemt 

5 

1254  (f) 

kharub 

iii/l67 

.7 

14.5  175 

6 

1254  (0 

kharub 

iii/167 

•55 

14 

7 

1258 

kharub 

iii/ 167 

.40 

14 

8 

1250 

5 aspers 

iii/17 

170 

9 

1252 

iii/17 

10 

1253 

iii/17 

.82-1.18 

12-16 

11 

1254  (f) 

iii/17 

.91-1.10 

16. 5 

12 

1254  (0 

iii/17 

.67-  -96 

16. 5 

13 

1255 

iii/17 

.75-1.0 

16 

lb 

1256 

iii/17 

.73-  .81 

16 

15 

1257 

iii/17 

1.35 

16. 5 

Mascara 

16 

125x 

kharub 

iii/167 

.42 

13-5 

At 

this  period 

the  Algerian 

currency  consisted  of  the 

sultani 

(gold)  and  rial  budju  ( silver) -billon)  • 

The  budju  = 3 rial  dirhem  (called  by  the  Arabs  Batlaka  sik)  which 
was  not  minted  after  I238AH.  The  popular  coins  were  the  l/4  budju 

("rabi")  ^ and  V8  budju  ("sumum")  0?-  ° 


These  coins  were  divided  into  "muzunas"  (a  unit  of  account)  , 

- two  copper  and  two  alloy  coins  related  to  this  denomination,  one 

of  which  was  the  "alloy"  kharub  i , which  also  had  two  fraction- 
al coins:  the  "double  dirhem  sagir"  and  the  "hamse  (5)  dirhem  sagir". 
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Thsre  was  also  the  "dirhem  sagir"  A jUo  in  copper-silver  alloy, 

called  by  the  French  "aspre  chique",  whicH  conformed  to  the  Istanbul 
weight  standard.  In  1245AH  just  before  the  French  took  over,  there 
was  an  adjustment  to  the  rial  budju,  and  silver-billon  coins  of  1, 
l/3  and  l/6  were  struck  with  the  Sultans'  tughra  on  the  obverse. 


Reference  books: 

Neumann  J .,  Beschreibung  der  bekanntesten  Kupfermunzen,  1863 • 

Valentine,  W.  H.,  Modem  Copper  Coins  of  the  Muhammadan  States,  1911. 
Fonrobert,  J.,  Catalogue -Australia/ Asia/Africa  volume . by  Weyl.  1878. 
Niitzel,  H.,  Katalog  der  Orientalischen  Munzen.  v.  2.  1901. 

El-Djilali.  Quelques  considerations  sur  la  monnaie  de  l'emir 
Abdelkader.  1966. 

Lavoix,  H.,  Catalogue  des  monnaies  musulmanes  de  la  Bibliotheque 
Nationale.  V.  2.  1891. 


COIN  LEGENDS  VI 


by  David  Block,  Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  #894 
A Cohen  number  does  not  identify  a Roman  coin. 

The  discovery  of  photography  simplified  enormously  the  problem  of 
describing  coins  but  did  nothing  to  help  locate  a given  coin  in  a 
catalog  or  determine  it  is  not  cataloged.  The  superstition  thrives 
that  a Roman  imperial  coin  can  be  identified  by  giving  its  Cohen 
number.  When  H.  Cohen  made  his  extensive  census  of  Roman  coins  he 
adopted  the  idea  that  inscriptions  identify  coins;  his  unillustrated 
catalog  arranges  coins  by  emperor,  denomination,  and  inscription. 

Two  examples  of  Cohen's  Caracalla  965  demonstrate  the  differences 
which  may  exist  between  specimens  which  share  an  identical  inscrip- 
tion. These  two  coins  can  be  dated  to  the  same  year  by  the  reverse 
inscription,  TR*P*X,  referring  to  Caracalla' s Xth  year  as  a tribune 
of  the  plebs,  yet  the  two  die  engravers  give  significantly  different 
heads  of  the  emperor. 

In  addition  to  his  failure  to  distinguish  different  iconographic 
representations,  Cohen  is  deficient  in  distinguishing  mint-marks. 

In  the  specific  case  of  Aurelian,  whom  we  know  to  have  reformed  the 
coinage  although  our  source  for  this  (the  Historia  Augustorum)  is 
dissappointingly  vague,  Cohen  ignores  the  mint-marks  of  the  antonin- 
iani  he  lists  except  for  a general  list  of  mint-marks  he  has  observed. 
An  important  factor  here  is  obviously  the  connection  between  specific 
mints  and  the  treatment  of  the  portrait  by  various  die -engravers. 

Although  Cohen's  catalog  may  have  been  a step  forward  when  it  was 
published  (Second  Edition,  1880-1892),  it  has  become  obsolete  since 
the  publications  of  the  British  Museum,  etc.  and  should  be  retired 
to  the  rare  book  rooms. 
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ARCHITECTURAL  SYMBOLISM 
ON  MEDIEVAL 
EUROPEAN  COINS 


PART  I:  THE  CAROLING IAN  TEMPLE  TYPE 


by  C.  Toney  Aid,  W.  Plains,  Missouri,  NI  #1206 


To  the  collector  of  the  coinage  of  any  era,  the  true  joy  of  his  coins 
are  the  new  vistas  of  knowledge  they  open  to  him.  Most  often  this 
knowledge  is  historical,  but  not  always.  By  studying  the  iconography, 
that  is  the  symbolism,  of  coins,  the  collector  is  able  to  partially 
step  within  the  thought  process  of  a past  generation.  He  is  able  to 
verge  on  understanding  that  generation’s  point  of  view.  Religious 
and  political  thought  are  most  often  the  areas  opened  up  to  one.  We 
see  this  clearly  in  the  coins  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  and 


AE  Sestertuis  of  Nero 
Rev:  Triumphal  arch,  with  statue  of 

Mars  in  left  niche. 


Q.  Cassius  Longinus  (but 
head  of  Vesta,  veiled) . 
Rev:  Circular  temple  of 

Vesta  with  6 columns. 

The  "sella  curulis"  in 
the  center  and  a statue 
above . 


Colonial  Trajanus  Decius  2b8-2^1  A.D. 
Rev:  Temple  of  Amaltheus  at  Synnada 

(Phrygia).  Semi-circular  portico  with  4 
columns.  Statue  of  Amaltheus  with  in- 
fant Zeus. 
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right  down  to  the  20th  century  coinage  of  all  nations.  This  study 
seeks  to  take  one  type  of  symbol,  from  one  period  of  time,  and  to 
study  it  from  existing  coins.  This  is  done  in  order  to  gain  insight 
into  why  such  symbols  were  placed  on  coins  and  what  they  meant  to 
the  people  who  handled  them  daily. 

The  "revival"  of  architectural  motifs  on  coins  by  Charlemagne  is  a 
most  important  development  in  the  evolution  of  medieval  coin  types. 
Before  his  reign,  no  architectural  motifs  had  appeared  on  coins 
since  the  5th  century  A.D.  Thus  Charlemagne  provides  an  important 
starting  point  for  the  study  of  later  coin  types.  That  is  not  to 
say  that  earlier  ideas  and  types  did  not  influence  Charlemagne’s 
types,  the  opposite  in  fact  is  true,  as  can  be  shown.  From  the 
time  of  the  Ancient  Greeks,  the  architectural  motif  had  served  as  a 
common  reverse  type  for  coins.  However,  following  the  fall  of  the 
Western  Roman  Empire,  royal  monograms  and  Byzantine  figural  types 

EXAMPLES  OF  MONOGRAMS  USED  ON  COINAGE,  MAINLY  BYZANTINE 

Monogram  of  Cherson,  used  on  the  pentanummias  of 
Justinians  I. 


This  Christogram,  the  monogram  of  Christ,  the  most 
commonly  used  of  all  on  late  Roman  and  early 
Byzantine  coins. 

The  monogram  of  Justin  II. 


A Solidus  (reverse)  of  Justinian  II  (705/ll). 

The  iconoclasts  later  objected  to  such  portrayals 
as  they  said  it  failed  to  emphasize  the  dual 
nature  of  Christ. 


predominated  on  all  European  coinage.  The  reappearance  of  architec- 
tural types  on  Charlemagne's  coinage  underlines  the  "Renavatio"  of 
his  reign  and  begins  a new  development  of  European  coinage  types. 

Two  architectural  types  appear  on  the  coinage  of  Charlemagne,  the 
"temple"  type  and  the  "city-gate"  type.  This  article  is  devoted  to 
the  "temple"  type. 


Figure  1 
Carolingian  Tetrastyle  Temple 


The  "Tetrastyle  temple"  reverse  (Figure 
l)  introduced  on  the  coinage  of  Charle- 
magne is  perhaps  the  most  discussed 
architectural  representation  on  any 
medieval  coin.  A great  diversity  of 
ideas  concerning  its  iconography  have 
been  expounded.  The  critical  political 
aspect  of  this  type  is  pointed  out  by 
Karl  F.  Morrison  in  his  book  Carolingian 
Coinage.  He  notes  it  was  only  introduced 
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after  the  imperial  coronation  of  Charlemagne  in  A.D.  800.  Morrison 
also  notes  that  every  Carolingian  ruler  who  struck  coins  issued  some 
of  the  temple  type.  However,  a strictly  political  interpretation 

of  this  type  is  discred- 
ited hy  the  inscription, 
XPISTIANA  RELIGIO,  that 
appears  on  the  coins  re- 
verse with  the  temple. 

This  inscription  imposes 
a dual  aspect  of  both 
political  and  religious 
symbolism  upon  these  coins 
and  has  caused  widely  vary- 
ing comments  on  their 
significance.  Prou,  for 
example,  states  that  the 
temple  was  meant  to  represent  St.  Peter’s  in  Rome,  commemorating 
the  site  of  Charlemagne's  imperial  coronation.  Rivoira  believed  it 
represented  the  facade  of  St.  Martin  at  Tours.  Others,  such  as  E. 
Baldwin  Smith,  believe  the  temple  represented  the  Imperial  Chapel  at 
Aachen.  However,  no  comparison  of  the  temple  type  with  any  particu- 
lar church  has  succeeded  in  showing  any  distinct  architectural  simi- 
larities which  could  directly  connect  the  two.  The  following  analy- 
sis shows  the  strong  symbolic  implications  the  temple  type  possesses. 

Strong  symbolic  associations  with  the  royal  court  of  Charlemagne 
may  be  drawn.  These  relationships  are  best  developed  in  the  work 
of  H.  C.  Fallon  who  states,  "The  temple  and  inscription  XPISTIANA 
RELIGIO,  symbolized  Christian  reform,  which  centered  at  the  palace." 

To  establish  a strong  link  between  this  coin  type  and  the  court  he 
cites  two  capitulares  (decrees)  of  Charlemagne,  the  first  of  them 
states, 

" . . .we  wish  that  money  should  be  struck  in  no  place  other 
than  in  our  palace,  unless  perhaps  it  will  have  been  ordained 
otherwise  by  us." 

and  a later  capitulare  adds, 

" . . .money  shall  be  struck  in  no  place  except  at  the  court 
and  these  palatine  denarii  are  to  be  traded  and  are  to 


The  phrase  palatine  denarii 
is  associated  by  Fallon  with 
coins  of  the  temple  type, 
because,  he  states,  they  are 
the  only  coins  which  can  be 
identified  by  such  a phrase, 
all  other  coin  types  being 
associated  with  specific 
mints. 

Further  clues  to  the  icono- 
graphy of  this  type  may  be 
drawn  from  an  investigation  of  how  comtemporary  writers  used  the 
phrase  XPISTIANA  RELIGIO.  Alcuin  discusses  at  length  the  Christiana 


spread  through  all  parts." 


Denier  of  Charlemagne  768-8l4 
(before  use  of  the  temple). 
Obv:  Cross.  Rev:  Monogram, 

AGINNO  (Mint  Agen) . 


Denier  of  Louis  the  Pius  8l4-840. 

Obv:  Cross  with  4 dots. 

Rev:  Temple  with  cross  in  center. 

Inscription:  XPISTIANA  RELIGIO. 
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religio  in  his  De  Rhetorica,  as  "a  religious  and  ethical  system  set 
apart  from  philosophy  by  the  faith  and  baptism,  but  sharing  with  it 
the  cultivation  of  wisdom,  justice,  fortitude,  and  temperance ." 
Morrison  concludes  from  this  evidence  that,  "The  legend  XPISTIANA 
RELIGIO  denotes  the  points  of  the  faith  and  discipline  whicn  charac- 
terized the  church,  and  the  temple  whicn  that  legend  encircles  can 
only  represent  the  Church,  the  House  of  God."  Morrison's  conclusion, 
however,  fails  to  reconcile  entirely  the  religious  with  the  political 
implications  of  this  type,  which  he  had  earlier  stated  were  of  great 
importance.  The  main  problem  in  attempting  a reconciliation  of 
these  two  points  is  that  the  many  historical  problems  of  church-state 
relations  quickly  become  involved.  One  of  these  problems  is  the 
imperial  coronation,  which  has  already  been  noted  as  important  to 
the  temple  type.  VSlckers  sees  this  as  the  critical  aspect  repre- 
sented by  the  temple  type.  He  writes, 


Carolingian  Louis  the  Pius 
denier  (successor  to  Charle- 
magne). 8l4-840  A.D. 
Tetrastyle  temple.  Crown 
above  and  in  doorway. 


"As  Einhard  reports,  although  Charles 
endured  the  crowning  and  recognition 
with  open  unwillingness,  he  never- 
theless let  it  happen...  Considering 
this  fact,  there  is  no  need  here  to 
examine  the  legitimation  of  the  Pope 
and  its  motive  or  to  examine  in  this 
connection  the  question  of  the  de- 
lineation of  the  areas  of  power  of 
the  'two  swords  which  God  gave  the 
world'.  Enough  for  us  is  the  fact 
that  Charles  has  recognized  the  two 
power  doctrine . . . which  finds  on  the 
obverse  and  reverse  of  the  XPISTIANA 


RELIGIO  denarius  and  obvious  reflection." 


Fallon  disagrees  that  this  simple  a symbolic  relationship  may  be 
drawn  between  the  obverse  and  the  reverse  of  the  temple  type.  The 
following  argument  is  partially  that  advanced  by  him  in  refuting 
this  idea. 


Though  it  is  impossible  to  deal  comprehensively  here  with  relations 
between  the  Carolingian  state  and  the  Church,  one  illustrative  ex- 
ample is  of  particular  importance.  This  example,  the  Libri  Carolini, 
served  as  the  Carolingian  response  to  the  Second  Council  of  Nicaea 
(787  A.D.),  which  had  reversed  the  iconoclastic  policies  of  the 
Eastern  Empire.  In  its  preface  Charlemagne  explains  when  he  feels 
it  is  his  duty  to  interferein  church  affairs, 

"Because  we  have  by  the  gift  of  the  Lord  received  into  our 
hand  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  necessary  that 
we  strive  with  every  exertion  and  with  the  help  of  Christ 
for  its  defense  and  exaltation,  so  that  we  may  be  worthy 
to  be  assessed  with  that  name  of  a good  and  faithful  ser- 
vant... The  inflated  ambition  of  puffed  up  arrogance  and 
the  most  insolent  hunger  for  empty  praise  has  inflamed  some 
people  from  the  eastern  parts,  not  only  kings  but  also  the 
priests...  and  by  their  wish  to  force  the  order  of  their 
deeds  on  the  memory  of  posterity,  they  cut  the  bond  of 
church  unity." 
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It  is  not  only  in  the  Libri  Carolini  that  we  see  Charlemagne  exerting 
his  powers  to  protect  and  reform  the  Church.  His  strong  opposition 
to  Adoptianism  at  the  Council  of  Frankfurt  (A.D.  79*0  also  expresses 
this  point  of  view.  Further,  his  reforms  of  script  and  the  schools, 
were  also  indirectly  a part  of  his  "Renovatio"  of  the  Church. 


Beyond  the  introduction  of  the  Libri  Carolini,  the  text  itself  does 

much  to  illuminate  the  symbolism 
of  the  temple  type  and  to  tie  this 
symbolism  together  with  the  re- 
ligious reform  of  Charlemagne. 

The  theologians  of  Charles'  court 
had  rejected  the  new  iconodule 
policy  set  by  the  Second  Nicene 
Council  as  having  too  many  pagan 
elements.  The  writer  of  the  Libri 
Carolini  said, 


Gold  Coin  of  Nicephorus  I 
802-811.  Some  emperors  used 
the  bust  of  both  emperors  and 
avoided  religious  symbols  or 
pictures. 


"Great  are  the  instruments 
of  Christiana  religio. . . 

among  which  the  worship  and  adoration  of  images  holds  no 
place  whatever...  the  worship  of  the  one  God  is  the  strong- 
hold and  defense  and  glorious  sign  of  the  religio  Christiana, 
handing  it  over  to  images  or  any  such  thing  is  against  the 
Christiana  religio. . . " 


The  Libri  not  only  rejects  "images"  as  wrong  for  use  in  the  ador- 
ation of  God,  but  also  expounds  the  cross  as  the  proper  instrument 
of  salvation. 


"For  it  is  by  the  cross,  not  by  images,  that  the  ancient  enemy 
is  defeated;  by  these  arms,  not  by  purple  colors,  that  the 
devil  is  routed,  through  it  and  not  through  pictures,  the 
human  race  is  saved.  It  is  that,  not  some  image,  which  demands 
worship." 


It  is  this  triumph  of  the  cross  over  pagan  image  worship,  within  the 
framework  of  Charlemagne's  general  renewal  of  religion,  that  we  find 
the  true  symbolism  of  the  temple  type.  Prou  has  noted  that  the 
temple  type  imitated  Roman  temple  types,  the  last  of  which  was  struck 


Augustus  27  B.C.-14  A.D. 
Cistaphorus  (Ar)  of  Ephesus 
19-18  B.C.  Rev:  Hexastyle 

temple  with  4 steps.  No 
statue.  This  was  the  temple 
of  the  City  of  Rome,  and  of 
Augustus,  at  Pergamar. 


Domitian  82-96  A.D. 

Rev:  Temple  of  Jupiter. 

Hexastyle  temple,  3 steps  up 
and  seated  statue  of  Jupiter 
facing  in  center. 


125 


in  4ll  A. Do  These  Roman  types 
had  often  portrayed  the  statue 
of  the  deity  worshiped  in  a 
central  position  among  the 
pillars.  Fallon  states,  "The 
Carolingian  temple  imitates  this 
type,  but  the  cross  is  substitut- 
ed for  the  pagan  statue,  and  the 
pagan  temple  is  clearly  made  a 
Christian  Church  by  the  addition 
of  the  cross  at  the  peak  of  the 
roofo"  Thus,  the  temple  type 
coin  served  as  a means  of  carry- 
ing to  the  entire  population 
Charlemagne's  program  for  religious  reform  of  his  empire.  The 
symbolism  of  the  cross,  the  transformed  temple,  the  inscription, 
XPISTIANA  RELIGIO,  all  combine  to  convey  a meaning  both  religious 
and  political  in  nature  throughout  Europe. 


Maxentius.  306-312  A.D.  (Note 
late  date).  AE  Follis.  Rev: 
Temple  of  Carthage,  at  Carthage, 
Statue  of  Carthage  standing  in 
a hexastyle  temple. 


German  denier  of  Conrad  II. 
Augsburg,  c . 1037 • 

Rev:  Temple  as  described  in  this 

article,  200  years  later. 
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COLLECTOR  AND  READER  SURVEY 


Please  drop  a note  to  the  editor  expressing  your  likes  and  dislikes 
to  articles  we  have  printed  in  the  past.  Also,  please  give  us  sug- 
gestions as  to  areas  of  collecting  interest  where  you  would  like  to 
see  more  articles  published. 

Even  with  our  limited  number  of  contributors,  we  still  endeavor  to 
publish  material  that  is  wanted  by  the  membership.  Will  appreciate 
hearing  from  you. 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS 


(The  catalog  numbers  assigned  to  new  issue  listings  published  here 
are  supplied  by  special  arrangement  with  Current  Coins  of  the  World, 
published  and  copyrighted  by  Western  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.,  Whitman 
Coin  Products,  Racine,  Wise.,  USA.  No  further  use  of  these  numbers 
in  any  other  publications  is  authorized.) 

* Collectors'  Coins 

BERMUDA 

*Y13  100  Dollars  1977*  .900  Gold  (25mm),  Silver  Jubilee  Issue 

CANADA 

*Y103  1 Dollar  1977,  .500  Silver  (36mm),  Silver  Jubilee  Issue 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

*Y103  50  Korun  1977*  .700  Silver  (31mm), 

125th  Anniversary  Death  of  Jan  Kollar 

JAMAICA 

*Y46  10  Dollars  1977,  .925  Silver  (45mm),  Admiral  George  Rodney 

LIBERIA 

Y39  50  Cents  1976,  Cupro-Niekel,  29mm 

Y40  1 Dollar  1976,  Cupro-Nickel,  34mm 

NETHERLANDS  ANTILLES 

*Y17  * 200  Gulden  1977,  *900  Gold  (26.9™);  Peter  Stuyvesant 
PAKISTAN 

Y35  50  Paisa  1976,  Cupro-Nickel  (24mm) 

*Y36  100  Rupees  1976,  Silver 

*Y37  500  Rupees  1976,  Gold 

(735-37:  Centennial  Birth  of  Mohammed  Ali  Jinnah.  No.  35 

was  reported  later  than  the  silver  and  gold  pieces  which 
have  been  renumbered  as  Y36-37 • ) 

THAILAND 

Y109  1 Baht  B.E.  2520  (1977),  Cupro-Nickel  (25.15mm) 


IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


The  drawing  to  the  left  illustrates  a 
small,  thin  bronze  piece  given  me  a 
year  ago  by  Kenneth  MacKenzie.  He  did 
not  know  what  it  was,  but  a friend  had 
suggested  it  might,  perhaps,  be  a 
hacienda  token  of  Mexico.  It  reminded 
me  of  a fractional  stiver  or  schilling 
piece  of  northwest  Europe  that  I once 
had  seen.  All  the  same,  I have  not 
been  able  to  find  anything  like  it  in  any  of  my  references.  I will 
be  grateful  for  any  information  any  member  can  offer.  It  is  quite 
thin,  neatly  struck,  except  for  one  portion  of  each  side.  (i.  C.  G. 
Campbell,  R.  R.  Box  200  G.  G.,  Weeping  Water,  NE  68463) « 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

The  Currencies  of  the  Hindu  States  of  Rajputana.  W.  W.  Webb.  1893. 
130p.  1 Map.  12  plates  of  coins.  Drawn.  Reprinted  1972  Indo- 

logical  Book  House  35  R*  By  offset.  Hard  covers. 

The  Indological  Press  has  done  a real  service  by  reprinting  this. 

The  quality  of  the  paper,  printing,  plates  and  binding  are  much 
superior  to  most  Indian  reprints. 

I think  I have  enjoyed  this  catalogue  more  than  any  one  to  date  (43), 
except  perhaps  Allan's  Indian  Native  States.  It  is  well  arranged, 
though  the  plates  do  not  always  correlate  too  easily  with  the  text. 

The  plates  are  excellent.  There  is  no  comparison  between  first 
class  drawings  and  mediocre  photos,  poorly  reprinted. 

It  deals  with  the  16  I.N.S.  of  the  Rajputana  area.  However,  it  does 
more  than  that.  It  takes  the  coinage  of  the  area  back  to  the  earl- 
iest, then  known,  types  for  the  area,  so  there  is  a first  class 
continuity,  not  just  an  isolated  period  in  time.  Since  most  numis- 
matic periods  in  Indian  history  were  influenced  by  their  predecessors  - 
sometimes  for  many  hundreds  of  years,  witness  the  Sassanian  and 
Kushan  influences  - this  is  particularly  valuable. 

Webb,  a surgeon  with  the  Bengal  army,  had  an  extensive  private  col- 
lection. Because  of  his  interest,  discoveries  were  often  brought 
to  him.  He  spent  years  of  duty  at  the  courts  of  Udaipur  and  Bikanir, 
had  many  friends  amongst  the  Princes  and  their  court  officials,  and 
carried  on  an  extensive  correspondence  with  brother  officers  who  were 
interested.  The  result  is  an  easily  written,  and  extremely  well 
informed,  introduction  to  the  coins  of  each  area. 

Each  state  has  a list  of  rulers,  extending  back  for  many  centuries. 
Legends,  in  Islamic  or  other  scripts  are  carefully  delineated. 

There  are  many  tables  showing  the  distributions,  denominations, 
weights,  and  illustrations  of  the  mint  marks.  Wherever  possible 
he  checked  on  statements,  mints,  production,  material  in  circulation, 
so  that  he  has  much  information  not  readily  available  today.  Would 
that  more  numismatic  writers  of  the  period  had  done  the  same. 

For  instance,  he  describes  the  actual  process  of  minting  in  the 
native  states  - hand  struck  - sometimes  the  average  number  of  coins 
of  each  metal  struck  in  a year.  He  tells  us  that  the  amount  of 
local  coin  circulating  in  Rajputana  was  very  large,  that  there  was 
no  system  for  recall  and  that  in  many  states,  coins  of  great  age 
were  still  accepted  in  payment. 

He  explains  the  reasons  of  the  Indian  government  for  closing  as 
many  mints  as  possible.  The  loss  of  seignorage  was  only  one  point 
and  not  a major  one. 

The  trouble  due  to  the  multiplicity  of  coins  and  denominations, 
which  made  it  hard  to  keep  books,  which  caused  great  hardship  on 
the  poor  who  were  frequently  swindled,  the  gambling  on  the  money 
exchange  because  of  the  fluctuating  between  the  Imperial  currency 
and  the  local,  and  last  but  not  least,  the  ease  with  which  coins 
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could  be  counterfeited  because  of  the  crude  execution  of  the  origi- 
nals, had  led  to  much  circulation  of  base  coin. 

Let  me  quote  Webb: 

"...there  are  now  circulating  no  less  than  12  gold  muhrs  of 
different  values  (besides  fractional  gold  pieces)  6 of  which 
were  year  issued  (in  1893);  59  rupees  (silver)  (in  most  cases 
fractional  coins  to  correspond),  most  of  which  are  of  different 
worth,  and  16  of  which  are  now  being  issued  every  year;  and  4l 
copper  coins,  of  which  16  are  struck  each  year,  or  almost  every 
year." 

This  gives  a good  picture  of  the  complexity.  The  amount  of  coin  in 
circulation  (or  in  strong  boxes)  is  shown  by  the  following  figures 
for  MarwAr  state  (one  of  the  richer): 

"...average  yearly  amount  for  five  recent  year. . .19^ 757  gold 
muhurs;  rupees  311>^27;  copper  175>^55." 

He  makes  specific  recommendations  for  improving  the  situation. 

The  Index,  which  is  at  the  beginning,  and  the  introductozypreface 
make  up  21  pages,  not  included  in  the  130  pages.  The  plates  are 
found  with  each  state. 

The  states  (areas)  dealt  with  are:  Mewar,  Partabgarh,  Dungarpur 

Banswara,  M^rwar,  Bikanir,  Kishangarh,  Jaipur,  Bundi,  Kotah, 
Jhalawar,  Jaisalmer,  Alwar,  Karauli,  Bhartpur,  Dholpur. 

As  an  example  Mewar  (Mevad)  starts  with  Sassanian  coins  and  their 
degenerate  successors,  through  Gadhiya  paisas,  the  interesting  coin- 
age which  Cunningham  pi.  VI  1/5  lists  as  N.W.  India,  and  which  is  a 
mixed  descendant  of  both  the  Vasu  Deva  and  Sassanian  coinage, 
through  Hindu  issues  to  the  Islamic. 

A truly  excellent  book  which  I have  much  enjoyed  and  warmly  recom- 
mend, as  much  for  is  general  information  as  for  the  coins  involved. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
University  of  Neb raska-Lincoln 


ISLAMIC  COINS.  A Catalogue  of  the  Exhibition  held  in  the  winter 
1976  at  the  L. A. Mayer  Memorial  Institute  for  Islamic  Art.  By 
Ariel  Berman  and  Gabriel  Moriah.  155  PP*>  5 maps  with  numerous  coin 
illustrations.  Text  in  English  and  Hebrew.  Stiff  paper  covers 
8-3/4"  x 9-l/2".  Jerusalem  1977*  Israel  Lira  175  (approx.  $22.00 
post  free  in  US).  Further  information  may  be  obtained  from  Numis- 
mata  Orientalia,  P.  0.  Box  212,  Tenafly,  N.  J.  07670. 

The  exhibition  of  Islamic  coins  described  in  this  catalogue  is  an 
unusual  event.  The  display  was  designed  and  arranged  by  Elisha 
Heimowitz,  who  was  fortunate  in  being  able  to  use  a fine  selection 
of  coins  loaned  by  private  collectors  in  Israel  - Mr.  Samuel  Lachman, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Sas,  the  family  of  the  late  Aharoni  Talil  and  Mr.  Shrage 
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Qedar,  as  well  as  from  the  Department  of  Antiquities  and  Museums  in 
Jerusalem,  the  Kadman  Numismatics  Museum  in  Tel  Aviv,  and  the  L.A. 
Mayer  Memorial  Institute. 

The  catalogue  therefore  contains  descriptions  of  a fairly  represent- 
ative selection  of  coins  in  circulation  in  the  region  from  the  early 
days  of  the  Arab  conquest  in  the  7th  century  to  the  end  of  the  l8th 
century,  during  the  days  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

In  the  sixteen  major  dynasties  representated,  there  are  a number  of 
coins  published  for  the  first  time,  some  of  the  noteworthy  coins 
issued  by  rulers  whose  reign  lasted  a few  months  or  even  less.  Of 
particular  interest  is  a hoard  of  gold  dinars  and  ingots  discovered 
in  Ramla  in  1965  which  is  described.  Short  descriptions  of  the  461 
coins  are  provided  together  with  the  date  and  place  of  the  mint  and 
sultan(s)  involved.  Over  half  of  them  are  illustrated  with  many  of 
the  photos  showing  both  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  coin.  An  index 
of  mints,  and  an  index  of  names  (with  Arabic  transliterations)  as 
well  as  an  Appendix  of  Arabic  legends  found  on  the  coins  with  trans- 
lations into  English  and  Hebrew  has  been  added. 

The  following  brief  summary  of  the  contents  will  show  the  scope  of 
this  important  catalogue: 

It  commences  with  descriptions  of  17  anonymous  coins  (fals) 
struck  at  the  time  of  the  first  Orthodox  Caliphs.  Followed  by 
dirhems  of  the  Ummayad  Governors  in  the  East,  and  3 gold  dinars, 

11  silver  dirhems  (+fractions)  and  48  copper  fals,  from  the 
period  of  the  Ummayad  Caliphs  (685-724)  after  the  coinage 
system  was  reformed  and  all  non-Islamic  features  were  removed. 
Coins  of  the  'Abbasid  Caliphs  comprise  9 dinars,  11  dirhems 
and  4 fals  (775-9^6),  including  a silver  dirhem  issued  by 
Bishr  b.Morwan  governor  of  Adharbaydjan  with  its  unusual  icono- 
graphy. From  the  middle  of  the  9th  century  provincial  governors 
asserted  their  independence  leading  to  the  establishment  of 
independent  dynasties  such  as  the  Aghlabids  in  North  Africa 
(863-909)  which  are  represented  by  3 dinars,  and  a dirhem  and 
dinar  of  the  Tulunids.  Gold  dinars  from  all  five  rulers  of 
the  Ikhshidid  dynasty  (935-969)  bring  the  display  up  to  the 
conquest  of  Egypt  by  the  Fatimid  general. 

Twenty  one  dinars  and  a dirhem  are  typical  of  the  Fatimid  coin 
types  struck  by  eight  rulers  (934-HOl),  with  a single  dirhem 
of  the  Hamdanids  of  Mosul  (929)  and  a dinar  of  the  Buyids 

(947-977). 

For  the  period  of  the  Ayyubids  ( 1169-1210)  coins  of  seven  rulers 
in  Egypt,  four  in  Damascus,  three  in  Aleppo  and  four  in  Diyar- 
bakr  have  been  selected  comprising  4 dinars,  27  dirhems  (with 
4 copper  types)  and  7 fals. 

An  important  part  of  the  exhibition  is  devoted  to  coins  of  the 
Mamluks,  and  in  this  period  (1250-1517)  there  are  16  dinars, 

43  dirhems  and  61  fals  issued  by  fifteen  of  the  Bahri  and  nine- 
teen of  the  Burdji  rulers,  some  reigned  for  a month  or  less. 

Two  rulers  of  the  Samanids  (892-943)  and  four  Great  Seljuks  are 
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represented  by  4 dinars.  Seventeen  copper  dirhems  are  in  the 
names  of  Artuqid  rulers,  with  five  more  and  3 fals  of  the 
Zangids  (Atabegs).  These  entries  complete  the  catalogue  up  to 
the  Ottoman  period  which  was  strongly  represented  in  the  exhibi- 
tion by  a wide  range  of  coins  in  all  metals  from  the  first 
sultan  'Uthman  (1299)  to  Mahmud  II  (l8o3)  struck  at  twenty-four 
mints.  Some  of  the  rare  coins  are,  an  Akche  of  the  prince 
Shezade  Mustafa  (1423),  a fals  from  the  al-Qahira  mint  in  the 
name  of  Selim  I (1517),  early  ornamental  manghirs,  and  some 
later  coins  such  as  a ghurush  of  Mahmud  I from  the  mint  at 
Gumuskhane  and  one  of  Mustafa  III  struck  by  Ali  Bey  at  the  Misr 
mint.  There  is  also  a zeri  Mahbub  struck  in  Egypt  during  the 
French  occupation  in  the  name  of  Selim  III. 


The  attractiveness  of  this  catalogue  is  enhanced  by  the  layout  done 
by  the  art  editor  Chava  Mordohovich  and  the  photographer  Daniela 
Golan  whose  work  was  carefully  handled  by  the  printers  and  engravers 
in  Jerusalem,  which  has  resulted  in  a permanent  reference  book  which 
all  numismatists  and  scholars  will  welcome. 


Reviewed  by  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 


Encyclopedia  of  Chinese  Coins.  Volume  6.  State  of  Ming  Knife  Coins 
and  Minor  Knife  Coins.  By  Arthur  Braddan  Coole.  512  pp.,  over  1900 
illustrations.  Hardbound.  $30*00.  Available  from  Quarterman 
Publications,  Inc.,  5 South  Union  Street,  Lawrence,  Mass.  01843 ° 

This  latest  volume  of  Rev.  Coole 's  Encyclopedia  of  Chinese  Coins 
focuses  on  the  knife  coins  of  the  State  of  Ming.  The  first  part  of 
this  volume  consists  of  an  alphabetical  listing  of  thin  knife  coins 
by  series,  a list  of  the  seal  scripts  on  reverses,  and  numerous 
illustrations  of  the  coins  by  series.  The  second  part  is  concerned 
with  small  knife,  or  sword  coins.  It  is  divided  into  sections  on 
the  Kan  Tan  (or  Han  Tan),  Pai  Jen,  and  Ch'eng  Pai  series,  the  Lin 
State,  and  Chi  Yang.  A discussion  of  the  problems  encountered  in 
dating  Chou  Dynasty  coins,  a dynastic  chart  of  China,  the  kings  of 
the  Chou  Dynasty,  a glossary  of  numismatic  terminology,  and  an  index 
are  also  included  in  this  handsome  hardcover  volume. 


The  earlier  volumes  of  the  series  still  available  from  the  publisher 
are  Volume  2.  The  Early  Coins  of  the  Chou  Dynasty  ($25.00);  Volume  3* 
Spade  Coin  Types  of  the  Chou  Dynasty  ($25»00);  Volume  4.  Pointed 
Spade  Coins  of  the  Chou  Dynasty  ($30.00);  and  Volume  5*  Ch'i  Heavy 
Sword  Coins  a-id  Debatable  Pieces  of  the  Chou  Era  ($30.00).  All 
prices  quoted  are  postpaid. 


Review  by  the  Publisher. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Wesley  Coltman,  Box  92,  Bethel  Park,  PA  15102:  To  bring  my  library 

up  to  date,  I would  like  to  acquire  back  issues  of  JEMS  through  Vol. 

8,  No.  3*  Please  write. 


Lgster  D.  Snell,  Box  261,  Sonoma,  Calif.  95^76:  I have  lost  touch 

with  several  of  my  coin  correspondents,  due  to  their  change  of  mail- 
ing address.  None  are  listed  in  the  current  NI  Membership  Directory; 
however,  some  of  our  members  might  possibly  be  in  correspondence  with 
one  or  more  of  them.  If  so,  I would  be  most  appreciative  of  any  help 
in  locating  the  following  persons: 

Ray  Bows  (NATO  S.FC  Frank  Malle tt,  Jr.  Theodore  Prinsen 

Kim  Hamack  Mark  Meeks  Marshall  Soura 

E.  E.  Harris  Lowell  Miller  Charles  Tippett 

George  C.  Hopkins 


S.  C.  Wong,  130,  Dakota  Crescent,  SINGAPORE,  14.:  I would  like  assist- 

ance in  evaluating  a Portcullis  Trade  Coin,  1 testem,  1600,  tower 

mint  and  in  VF/EF  condition.  I 
have  written  to  several  dealers  in 
the  US  and  Canada  but  drew  a blank. 
One  dealer  who  is  a specialist  in 
British  Commonwealth  coins  wrote 
that  in  his  12  years  in  the  business, 
he  had  never  seen  a Portcullis  offer- 
ed for  sale.  The  only  record  I can 
find  on  the  piece  was  in  the  June 
1976  New  York  Auction  of  Galerie  des  Monnaies  of  Geneva  where  a 8 
testem  piece  in  VF  was  sold  for  $3.>  100.00.  Can  any  NI  member  assist 
by  checking  auction  catalogs  or  other  records  they  may  have  at  hand? 

Don  Koontz,  P.  0.  Box  1278,  Littleton,  Colo.  80120:  The  new  numismatic 

group  in  Denver  ( see  NIB^  March  1977 , p .95 ) agreed  at  our  February 
meeting  on  a name.  We  are  to  be  called  Denver  Area  World  Numismatists 
(DAWN).  Two  meetings  were  held  in  March,  one  on  the  4th  and  a second 
one  on  March  26-27th  in  conjunction  with  the  Fort  Collins  Coin  Club 
Annual  Spring  Show  at  Fort  Collins,  Colorado.  DAWN  hopes  to  hold 
meetings  in  conjunction  with  all,  or  (at  least)  many,  of  the  club- 
sponsored  shows  in  Colorado.  Beginning  in  April,  the  1977  meetings 
will  be  held  on  the  first  Friday  of  each  month  at  7:30  P.M.  in  the 
Capitol  Federal  Building,  2625  S.  Colorado  Blvd.,  Denver,  Colorado. 

DAWN  invites  all  NI  members  and  other  interested  numismatists  to 
join  them  anytime  you  should  be  in  the  Denver  area  on  a meeting  night. 
Further  information  on  the  group  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to  me, 

Don  Koontz. 


1977  PNNA  Show:  The  1977  PNNA  Show  will  be  hosted  by  the  Cowlitz 

Coin  Club  on  May  13-14-15,  1977  at  the  Thunderbird  Motor  Inn,  Kelso, 
Washington. 


Ed:  The  Member  Notice  Page  is  free  to  all  NI  members.  About  the 

only  rules  are  no  "for  sale"  type  ads  or  notices.  Also,  in  any 
month  when  the  page  should  become  oversubscribed,  research  type 
notices  will  be  given  priority.  Send  in  a notice  for  next  month. 
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